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Pedagogical contribution of the course to the program

No educational contribution associated with this course for this program.

Description

“We live in a favored age and yet we do not feel favored.” The Progress Paradox sets out to
explain “why capitalism and liberal democracy, both of which justify themselves on the
grounds that they produce the greatest happiness for the greatest number, leave so much
dissatisfaction in their wake.” Just how important to happiness is wealth? How important is
marriage? Parenthood? Job satisfaction? Leisure time? Health? The rate of unemployment?
The rate of economic growth? Democratic institutions? Social safety nets, etc.? In other words,
how do various factors such as economic growth, unemployment and inflation, as well as
institutional variables, affect individual well-being? Are people with a higher income happier
than those who earn less? Can we find a correlation between happiness and GDP, both at the
individual and national levels?
It may appear obvious to ask these kinds of questions, but until recently economists, for the
most part, ignored them. Therefore, today’s interest in this area constitutes a real revolution in
the field of economics.
Then, as an alternative approach, we will use the tools provided by the theory of the
“economics of happiness”. Finally, we will examine the concept of “Capability,” which provides
a framework for understanding to what extent an individual is truly free.
The objective of this course is twofold. First, it is to give a solid base enabling students to
better understand economic matters and their evolution. Second, an opening will be provided
on recent work in economics of happiness which relates to critical issues such as quality of
life, sustainable development, and measures of economic performance.

Teaching methods

Face-to-face

- Lectures

In group

No items in this list have been checked.

mailto:fmunier@unistra.fr


Interaction

No items in this list have been checked.

Others

No items in this list have been checked.

Learning objectives

Cognitive domain

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to

- (level 2) Explain and retain main evidences of economics of happiness

- (level 2) Explain , apprehend and understand the progress paradox of hypermodern
societies

- (level 4) Analyze , understand and describe the new issues to measure progress and to do
the link with happiness

- (level 4) Analyze , understand, and describe, the salient facts of happiness

- (level 6) Choose and explore one important issue of economics of happiness (report and
oral presentation)

Affective domain

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to
None affective domain have been associated with this course yet

Outline

I. Some glimpses of Economy of Happiness
a. Salient facts on happiness
b. GDP and Happiness
c. How does income affect happiness?
d. How does unemployment and inflation affect happiness?
II. International Comparisons
a. Example of rankings
b. The better life index
c. How to interpret these international comparisons of happiness?
III. Creativity and Happiness



No prerequisite has been provided

Knowledge in / Key concepts to master

economics

Teaching material

Mandatory tools for the course

No items in this list have been checked.

Documents in all formats

No items in this list have been checked.

Moodle platform

No items in this list have been checked.

Software

No items in this list have been checked.

Additional electronic platforms

No items in this list have been checked.
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Additional literature
No reading material has been provided.

EM Research: Be sure to mobilize at least one resource

Textbooks, case studies, translated material, etc. can be entered
No reading material has been provided.

Assessment

List of assessment methods

Intermediate assessment / continuous assessment 1
Written and oral / Group / English / Weight : 50 %
Details : report and oral presentation

Final evaluationExam week
Written / Individual / English / Weight : 50 %


